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WATAMU MARINE NATIONAL PARK & RESERVE

Park Contacts: +254 20 2335459, +254735789779, +254735786129

Toll Free Number: 0800 597000   Email: customerservice@kws.go.ke
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What to take with you

How to get there
By Road: Watamu is located about 120km north 
of Mombasa and 28km south of Malindi. At 
Gede, which is on the main Mombasa Malindi 
Road, turn towards the Indian Ocean. Watamu is 
11km from the main road.

By Air: Accessible from JKIA or 
Wilson Airport to Malindi Airport.

Camera, binoculars, 
sunscreen, insect 
repellant, first aid kit, 
sunglasses, clean drinking 
water, appropriate beach 
wear and camping gear.

By Rail: Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) 
from Syokimau (Nairobi Terminus) to 
Miritini (Mombasa Terminus) train stations 
then connect by road.

Do not damage or remove corals, shells 
or any other sea flora and fauna. 2

Do not buy shells and other marine life 
products as souvenirs as this encourages 
further destruction of sea products.3

Do not interfere, feed or touch 
the marine life,7

Do not dispose off litter 
on the beach or in the sea.4

Check local weather and sea conditions 
before taking into the waters.1

Follow good practice dolphin 
and whale watching protocols6

5 Hand feeding fish is prohibited. It disrupts 
their normal feeding patterns.
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Sta󰈂 󰇮󰈡 t󰇬󰈥 󰈟il󰈧, ex󰇴󰇱󰈢r󰈥, c󰇶e󰇧󰇺󰈥 me󰇲󰈢󰈦󰇯es& ACTIVITIES
KEY ATTRACTIONS

With an international reputation for its white sandy 
beaches and reef protected lagoons with abundant fish life 
and spellbinding coral gardens, Watamu Marine Park and 
Reserve is an excellent example of a pristine, marine 
protected area. Located on Kenya’s north coast, the 
Protected Area is home to Kenya’s famous ‘Marine Big 
Five’s’; sea turtles, whale sharks, dolphins, whales and 
billfish. It hosts the humpback whale migration, the marine 
part of the double natural phenomena, which occurs 
simultaneous to the annual wildebeest migration dubbed 
“The Twin Migration”. 

There is one public camping facility and for this category, 
standard amenities are provided; water, toilet/bathroom 
and kitchen area. Public campsites do not require prior 
booking.

INTRODUCTION Accommodation

Key attractions to this marine protected area include; 5 
species of sea turtles, 3 species of dolphins and whales, the 
coral gardens, Mida creek, the adjacent Gede Ruins and 
Arabuko Sokoke Forest, the last remaining indigenous 
coastal forest.

*Prevailing camping rates apply per person per day for 
both special and public campsites excluding other park 
charges.

Visitors can enjoy sunbathing, diving, deep sea sport fishing, 
watersports, glass-bottom boat rides, snorkeling, bird 
watching, canoeing, nature adventure and dolphin watching. 
Whale watching is seasonal during the humpback whale 
migration. Dolphin watching is at its best from October to 

early April. The Mida Creek and Whale Island host over 200 
species of local and migrant birds including the Osprey, 
Eurasian golden oriole, white-throated bee-eater, black 
cuckoo-shrike and African pygmy kingfisher, sanderling, 
Curlew sandpiper, little stint, grey plover, and greater and 
lesser sandplover, dimorphic egrets and roseate terns. The 
roseate and bridled terns nest on Whale Island between 
June and October with 1,500 pairs of roseate tern having 
been counted.

The Mida Creek is best explored and 
discovered by dhows for the best 
sundowner shots while gazing at 
flamingos and juvenile green sea 
turtles if you are lucky 


