 GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN PROTECTED AREAS
1. All research projects and activities inside National Parks must be approved by Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS)

2. All research proposals must have goals and objectives that complement the management objectives of the protected area. Applied research that aims at addressing the Protected Areas management needs will be given higher priority than basic or academic research

3. All research proposals must include evidence of adequate funding

4. All researchers must submit quarterly progress reports (narrative together with raw data sets) to KWS Headquarters and the Warden in-charge of the park. The data are to be included in the KWS database as appropriate

5. Two copies of the final research findings should be deposited with KWS Hqs. and such reports should be acknowledged by the Deputy Director Biodiversity Research and Monitoring

6. External researchers must possess a research permit issued by the National Council of Science and Technology (NCST), Ministry of Education Science and Technology. Similarly, researchers must be affiliated to any one of the recognized Kenyan Research Institutes

7. External researchers must employ local research assistants and be willing to train such persons in the relevant field of research. Transfer of technology is considered critical and where appropriate KWS may enter into an MOU with external research institutions for joint research initiatives

8. Any contractual agreement between the researcher and KWS should not exceed five (5) years and should be reviewed every three (3) years. Research agreements that exceed three (5) years will require re-evaluation

9. All private researchers are liable to pay park entry fees, camping fees and other prescribed charges. Where appropriate and with approval of the Director, they may be authorised to purchase seasonal passes instead of paying daily park entry fees. KWS may charge a special research levy for foreign researchers

10. Private guests who are not included in the official research permit and not affiliated to KWS will not be granted free entry into the park unless so approved by the Warden in-charge. Such visitors will not stay longer than is approved by the Warden

11.  Research centres, field stations, permanent camps and residences should preferably be constructed and located outside the National Parks. It is important to maintain the naturalness of the parks by minimising construction inside protected areas

12. Only in exceptional cases and subject to a contractual lease agreement between KWS and a private researcher would a research centre or field station be constructed inside a National park. Such contractual agreement would be subject to any additional conditions the Director may wish to impose together with compliance to the prescribed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) requirements

13. Construction of research laboratories and/or field research stations and facilities will be subject to a certified site plan and construction designs approved by the Director

14. Research camps inside protected areas must be kept clean and environmentally sound at all times. The Warden will inspect such research camps and field stations regularly and submit their reports to the Director. Mismanagement of the camps including strewn garbage and other forms of dirt may lead to immediate closure of such facilities

15. Researchers will undertake to meet the costs of environmental restoration and rehabilitation arising from their mismanagement of the environment within and around the research camps inside the National parks

16. Garbage and non-biodegradable waste materials must be removed from protected areas and disposed elsewhere. All bio-degradable materials must be disposed in the most efficient manner approved by the warden and in line with sustainable management of the environment 
17. Extreme care must be exercised to ensure that uncontrolled fires do not occur or originate from the camps. Such fires must be extinguished as soon as possible and reported to the park management without delay. Any loss/damage incurred as a result of the fire will be met by the researcher if found to be responsible for the outcome of the fire

18. No samples or any form of material shall be collected for research purposes without the authority of the Director or his Deputy in-charge of Biodiversity Research and Monitoring. This includes bio-prospecting and all forms of extracting natural resources

19. No sample or any form of  material (dead or alive) may be removed from the National park for export without an export permit issued by the Director, and subject to national laws and international protocols to which Kenya is a party
20. Individuals and institutions conducting research inside National Parks will not release any information, other than on their research subject, about the National Park to any person or authority without the Director’s authority. They will also observe intellectual property rights as required by law

21. Researchers must leave the protected area immediately upon completion of the research project. Any extension of the research period must be accompanied by adequate justification and a formal evaluation by the Warden and the office of the Deputy Director Biodiversity Research and Monitoring

22. Unless otherwise exempted in writing, all researchers must comply with existing park rules and regulations. All researchers must sign compliance forms prior to permission to do research in protected areas being granted by the warden
23. KWS is not liable for insecurity, or death suffered by any private researcher within the National Park. All researchers should possess private insurance cover for accidents , illness and other eventualities that may occur in the course of research work inside a National Park

24. The Warden and other relevant officers in KWS in consultation with the Deputy Director Biodiversity Research and Monitoring can terminate the research activity where the researcher has violated any of the rules and regulations stipulated herein  
NOTE:

           Requests to conduct research in protected areas shall be accompanied by a detailed proposal and all the requirements mentioned in No. 6. Such requests should reach the office of the Deputy Director Biodiversity Research and Monitoring three (3) months before commencement of research activities in protected areas.
